OBITUARY
Royal D. Suttkus, or "Sut", as he was affectionately known to family and friends, holds a special place in southeastern ichthyology, having described a significant component of the region's ichthyofauna. On 5 January, 2010, the ichthyological and broader biological communities were awakened to the news that Royal D. Suttkus had passed away one week earlier (28 December 2009) surrounded by family in Decatur, Georgia, less than six months shy of his 90 birthday. Over a professional career spanning 65 years, he established a legacy that will serve the biological communities for many years to come. His great skill and his insatiable appetite for field collecting are legendary. The collections he amassed-primarily fishes, but also important regional collections of plants, aquatic invertebrates, amphibians and reptiles, and mammals-constitute one of the most comprehensive, longterm records of biotic change in existence. The following account of his remarkable life is excerpted from an article currently in press in the journal Copeia.
Suttkus Shorter-term surveys were conducted on the Perdido Bay System, Sabine River, Mississippi River and Calcasieu River. All of the collecting on these surveys was supervised by Suttkus and involved standardized gear, technique and environmental sampling. Suttkus also collected marine organisms during oceanic cruises in the Gulf of Mexico, Indian Ocean, off the coasts of Peru and Venezuela, and around the Galapagos Islands. All of the specimens collected (fishes and any amphibians, reptiles, mussels, and decapods that happened to be collected) were preserved and ultimately cataloged into Tulane's natural history collections.
Suttkus published 125 papers during his career, including 54 of which deal directly with fish taxonomy and systematics, 41 on various aspects of fish life history and/or distribution, and 27 reports based on his fish monitoring surveys. As a sign of his taxonomic breadth, 11 of his papers deal with mammals, three deal with crayfishes, and one deals with freshwater mussels. Among his systematic and taxonomic contributions are descriptions of 35 new fish species, 29 of which are freshwater species largely confined to the southeastern United States.
Suttkus's greatest contributions to southeastern biology were his collections. He built the Tulane fish collection on a foundation of just two mounted fish specimens left over from an early exhibit museum. By 1968, the fish collection had grown to a size of just over two million specimens, overfilling its space on the main Tulane campus. Later that year, the fish collection, along with birds, mammals and vertebrate fossil collections left over from the early exhibit museum, plus the thousands of specimens of plants, amphibians, reptiles, mammals and fossils amassed by Suttkus and students in the Environmental Biology Training Program, were moved to a 500 acre parcel of land on the Mississippi River near Belle Chasse, LA, which Tulane had acquired from the U.S. Navy. The land, which had served as an ammunition storage depot during WWII, eventually became the F. Since the hurricane, Suttkus and Jeanne had been living in an apartment in Atlanta, where he continued to publish his research. Suttkus had also been battling prostate cancer. His health took a downward turn in early December 2009. However, family members say that his mind was clear and his spirits were high until shortly before he died. He is survived by his wife Jeanne, son Jayson, daughters Ramona and Jan and their families, brother Hazen and numerous extended family members.
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